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iy The Statutes of the Indochinese Communist Party, passed in 1935, :re summarized 
in the present form (presented below) iA. 1913. The Summary was revrinted (Third 
Edition) on 22 September 1945. Yt 38 still undoubted ly current i fact. aa 
in name the Uomnunist Party in Indochina was aissolved in Novembe 1945. 


ao No information is availabie ecncernine the identity of the drafters of these 
et However, HO chi Winh, the founder of the Party, was certainly the suid- 
c It is probsble that the majority of the drafters were returned studem:s 
fvon Hoscow. Some light on their identity may be shsd by noting that the Statutes 
were adopted by the First Conrress of the Party in 1935, and it ja probable that 
ane drafters had heen chosen from among the delegatas to that Goneressa. That 
Cangee se was held in preat secrecy because of the ever-present danger of the Frencl. 
oteeté. Recause of the secrecy in which it was nejd, it is impogs'ble ta state 
positively who were the delevates to that Coneress; bet it is pro able thet the 
-. elliowing participateds 
NGUYEN lucng Bang, now a member of the Tong-Bo 
TRAN hay Lieu, Minister of Prorarandia in the Vietnam Provisicual Government 
of aptumn 1945 
DANG xuan Khu, now a member of the Tong-Po 
NGUYEN hong Phong and his wife (now deceased), MINH Khai 
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VO nguyen Giar, nov Commender in.Chief-.of the Armed Farces 
DUONG bach Mai, member of permanent Vietnam Government Delesntion in Paris, 
arrested sy the French and reportedly now detained in Djibowwi, rast Africa 
“AYER an Ninh and . 
NGUYEN ven Tao. Both are members of the Tao-"linh-Thau trio; the third one 
was TA thu Then (see pararrarh 3); NOUYF" van Tao is now Minister of Labor 


All of the delepates to the Conrress were ardent Stalinists. At thot time there 
was no open schism between the Stalinist Communists anc the Trotskyists in Indo- 
china. There was beginning to be apparent, however, a difference cr opinion 
retween those Indechinese Corrunists who were definitely affiliated with the USSR’ 
and those who were not. For example, the Tao-inh-Thau trio, vhich nad worked 
harmoniously together against the French, was beginning to split. fA thu Thau 

was the most prominent leader of the Indochinese Cormunists who refused affiliation 
with the USSR. Thau refused to attend the First Conpress of the Insochinese 
Communist Party in 1935. Afterwards te became famous as a frotskyiss leader and 
was executed ty the Stalinists in 1945-[ | on the Tretskyist 95x41 
Novement in Indochina). 


The whole tone ané contents of the Statutes indicate a close dependence on the 
Third Cormunist Internatirnal (Comintern). They were written at ty> tine of the 
indochinese Gormunist Party's renaissance after the repression of “.e early 
1930tg--a rensiscance which Jed to the great strengthening of the . ucty shortly 
afterwards, avring the tlre of the Front Populaire in France. 


These Statutes concern vrincipally the organization and rules of t Party. They 
coutain very little discussion of doctrine, except Statute 2 (see tclow), which 

is certainly a ister addition. They deal almost entirely with cuties, scarcely 

at ali with ri¢hts. This is in accord with the svirit of the Part; at that tire 
{see Note at end of rerort), 

fhe style in the original Annarese is condensed, often axlward and wague. ‘The 
tone is lucubricus, and in places even desperate--nith its erpkasi. on the conplete 
necation cf the incividual in favor of the Party. The style and tone are in 
marked cortraat with those to be found in the ‘onstitution of the Vietnam. Republic 
adopted in 194€, which is lucid, simple, lefty, hopeful and full of respect for 
the infivieual ané his rights. ‘*itheugh the style cf the Statutes 1s 80 different 
fror that of the Constitution (drafted ten years later), the adm'n’ ttrative 
macttnery of “he Hernblic as sumred up in the Constitution ts in a troad sense the 
outer wth of the original organization of the Cormunist Party. Not: the following 
similarities: “Party Organs" or “Gener*1 Committees" and "People's Committees" ; 
"Pyecutive Committees" of the, Party and "Executive Co mittees" of tue present 
rovernments; the "Geners1 Assembly" of the Party and the "People's ! sembly" of 

She rreecnt regires the "Central Teeentive Committee’, the Tong-PBo, and the 
tPeyranent Corsission” of the People’s Assembly; the Party ‘Can-Ro! and the present 
State "Gan-Rol: the ttrfiitration Groups" and certain sorts of Trip Sat of the 
ConreAn; also Lhe similarity in the hierarerization of the Party wi) the present 
hierarchization of the Governmental adwiristration--in both cases mirirg use of 
the Committees theoretically chosen hy the local voters, put depen?d.ag in fact 

in eack case o1 the Committee of the "next higher level'n--the Euyer “ommittee 
being answerable to that cf the Frovinee, that of the ku or Ro te vce Central 
Gormittee, ete, As the present Government is dominated by the Viet Minh and the 
Viet ¥irk is ¢crinated by the theoretically non-existent Gormunist Party, these 
similarities are uct remarkable. 


At the time of the crafting, the terminology used by the Party was .eneralized, 
vague and sometires incoherent. (It bas since becore srecific) . Rov example, 
the nares used so Cercte varicus units of cellular organizations ar.: Chi-Bay 
which sueprsts the branch of a tree; Phan-Bo, which merely reans sé.tlon; and 
Tieu-To, little nests. It is cften impossible to cetermine from th. text whether 
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a General Committee or an Executive Cormittee is intended. There is much use of 
yapue words such as: organ---Cap-Bo, an organ on any level; Dang-Ro, an organ 

ot the Party; Cap-Dang~-Bo, an organ of th: Party on any level; Co~Quan, organ; 
vere sentative, Dai-Sieus; Uy-Vien, delepate. Often terms are used interchangeably. 
At the time of the Ar«fting, the word Can-Ro had not yet acquired the syecific and 
fefinite meaning it now has and was soretimes used interchanreably with Chi-Dao, 
Literelly"guide, Just as the terminology for organs in rereral has been greatly 
mo'ified since the drafting of these Statutes, so have the names fcr committees 

on varicus levels. In the Statutes for example, menticn is made of t © TongePRo 
(Committee of a ranton--net to be cenfuged with its homonym, the Central Com= 
mittee of the Viet Minh); Lu-Uy (Cormittee cf a’Xu); Fru-Uy (Committe of a Phu). 
All these terms have since disappeared from use. 


SULT ARY CF TTT STATUTES CF THE PARTY 
Third Edition 


Approved Fon Release 


The Central Comrittee (Trunr-Uong) of the Indochinese Comnunist Party in its 
Eighth Conrress, has decided, in order to help new Party Members to w derstand 
and rerember the Statutes, to rublish a Summary of the Statutes adopt d by the 
Party on the oceasion of the First Conrpress in 1935. 


Name of the Party, Indochinese Communist Party (Dang Cong-San Dong-Diung); 
Section of the Communist International (Quoc-Te Conp=San). 
ote: A flat statement that the Indochinese Comrunist Part’ depends 


directly on the Comintern). 


Roctrine and Furrose, The Indochinese Communist Party is the sole che :plon of 


the Indochinese Proletariat, guiding the Indochinese Proletariat and tne whole 
Indochinese People towaré the liburating Revoluticn, in order to make Indochina 
a completely free country, with a view to accomplishing the aims of tk Temo-~ 
cratic Bourreois Revolution, rrocerding to the Proletarian Revolution: and to 
accor h the objectives of Socialism, the first stage of Communist ¢ ectrine,. 
Note; This pararrarh was certainly an addition made at the Jime the 
Stetutes vere summarized in 1943--Eichth Congress of the Indochinese Communist 
Party. The ref rence to the Democratic Beurgeois Revolution is the result of 
the ehange which had recently oeevrred in the policies of worlé Communism based 
on USSR policies. Such a reference vovld have been inconceivable in 1925. 
Furthermore, the style of this raragrarh is in marked contrast with thot of 
the rest of the Stretutes, and resembles more that of the ‘rapment of « Textbook 
Used in Viet Ninh Secret Communist Schools", currently reported), 


Conditions for admission into the Farty, Without Cistineticn as to s any 
inhabitants of Incochina may be adnitted into the Parts if they fuitt the 

five follerinr concitions: 

a. Teeornige the rrorcrar an’ ruies of the Corrunist Internat eee ans well as 

Loc -«roarram and rules of the Farty. 

b. Cres an? evecnte the eecisions of the Cormunist Internaticnal and ov the Party. 


ce, Vanifest ticir activities in sove haste Orran of the. Farty. 
fo Faw werthly dues. 
“ote: tris is in Line will Corintern pelicy te rave the Cor onist 

aprtaaar A yaricus countries be selvegurrorting as far as rossitle.) 
oe. Neesive the sransersriv of tree vrersors who are alreacy members of che Farty, 
vo? rarorm tion an’ acrroval by 4 ror sitter on a harher! jegel. 
Conditions for Sromsorshir. 
&. larkers art feorrers whoa rish te acin the Parts mus, te stoasered bo tro 
persons hoth of whem have heen merhers of ihe Part) for at least three nontus., 

Siticeeworkers and small rereharnis musi te srenaorec by two rerse: both of 


wtoy rave heen wembers of awe rari. aL least six months. 
Notes Tre Anpamese core Privrouc, here transiated te “Orbit wore 
ere te Means thoge cepsars who earn ohear aieine by whe use of Gneip i, ning, AS 
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e. Previous members of another party must be srponsorec by three persons who 
have been members of the Indochinese Cormunist Partr for at least eirht months 
ad. Those who have previcusly oseupied a resrorsible resition in any other 
rerty mist be sponsored by fovr rerseons who hove been members of the incochinese 
Communist Party for at least twelve moitths, and in addition must be approved by 
the Central Committee of the Indochin: se Cormunist Party, 

e. For military men who wish te join the Party, conciticens of entry vary 


a to their stotus in civilian ‘life. 
25X1 Note: For example, “workers","former members of another party. se) 
Sa Resrensibilities of Sporsors. Members whe sponser the admissicn of & candidate 


must know his origin, his aceress, and his place cf work, If the ir.ormation 
piven by the sponsor is not accurste, the sponsor is subject to runi. *ment varying 

from warning to expulsion from the Party. Pefore putting up a candi ate for 

admissien to the Party, a careful investigation of the candidate mus. be made, 

and he must be given a task to perform as a test. 


Probation Period, New members must pasa throver a probation reriod; two months 
for workers, four months for farmers, six months for office workers ; rtes, and 
tmelve months for those who have previcusly cecuried a responsible position in 
another party. Members who are in the probationary reried have the ~ight to 
rropese motions and discuss them, but not to vete on them, They have no right to 
he elected to a committee, but have the same responsibility for carr, ing out the 
oréers of the Party as have the regular memvers. 


’, Duties of Berbers. 
a, to conform to @iscipline, to preserve secrecy, an¢ to rarticipat. zalously 
in the activities of the Party. To exeeute cecisiens of the Cormunivt inter- 
naticnal, and of the Indochinese Cormunist Party. - 
b. To improve their understancins of polities, anc to stuéy the metiots of 
lending the rasses. 
Ce To mingle tn various milieux in order to increase the influence of the Party 


jn thee milieu. 


25x1 Pee For exarrie, amonr launéryvren, coolies, small merch. nts, the 
un 1, eten)> 
a, To ivfiltrate into reactionary rrours, to strurcic daily in acl cr fashion 


to destroy the influence of reactionary leaters, ant to boring over ft: 
ef such crours to the side of the Partye 

e, To set un more anc inore new orpanizaticns and to ceuide the masse: toward the 
fafense of thelr interests, 

f. Yo serene stirring rropararda of the party's revoluticnary coctr.ne among 
the masses, 

e, fo reeruit new rembers for the Party. ; 

h, Vemhers who remove from one hocality to anoiher must he furnishec with 
aeerrsitation reapers from the committee of the ori igin@, locality. 


ons who must be exrediee from 

Voce whe aid the reactionaries, 
h Mage wre @isober the Party's iron cisea;rsine. 
eo. Tiesewho divulge the seercte af vie rarty. 


eather firectly or i noir ectly. 


‘Sasge vee ach aS apies or nee 
sg}; these who cefuse any 


woautieriged acts whieh ter he ciserec 
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a, The Party is a secret organization. Thre Party's mission is to use as 4 
center its activities among the masses, in order to have the right to lead 
tre Proletariat in all revoluticnary moverents. 
Note: This ia a right on whieh ihe Viet Mirh have always insisted.) 

b. The crirciple of th: Party's orpanizat on is centrelizec democracy. 

ee Note: A careful reoding of the vollowing lines, however, makes it 
yerrectly clear that the electec committees on each level must teke orders fron 
the exeeutive cormittees on the next higher level, and that tl: surreme 
authority rests in the Comintern. This discussion of "demecrsey” is practically 
confined to a discussion of "duties": there is scarcely a reference to those 
Srichts™ which to an Occidental mind are inserparotle from the concept of 
democracy.) 
That is: 
(1) From the lower level to the hirher, the dircetine organs ‘Co~Quan Chi-Dao) 
of the Party on each level are elected by the members of the Farty on that level 
meeting in reneral assembly. 
(2?) The organs on the lover levels rust without fail render rssular reports on 
their activities to the organs on the next hircher level. 
(2) ALL members have the rirh- and cuty to stucy anc discuss any question whic. 
eoncerns the Tarty hefore it has been ¢:-ided by vote; but as toon as it has 
heen so decided, the minority mist subrit to the decisicn of tie majority. 
{1). The organs on the lover levels mut execute the cecisicns of those on the 
next hicher level, even if some of the members, or even if all of the organs 
representing a certain. area, are not i+ arreement with those ¢.cisicns. Put 
these wro are ir oppositicr have the right to send corplaints te higher organs, 
all the way up to the Communist Internetional. In any event, prior te the 
yossitle arrival cf countermancinre orders from a hicher level, all members must 
carry cut in a normal manner the cecis.ons which have been transmitted to them. 
(5) Organs which cover the prestest number of factcries, or s.veral regicns, 
are considered to te the most important, an@ to enjoy more autiority than the 
lower orpangs 
(6) The organs of the Party have the right to make decisions 4 questions which 
concern their own area. Put these decisions must be approved °- organs on the 
higher level “efore ‘ring rut into execution, 
N.uB. In cirevmstanees which necessita‘’ unusual seerecy, a higner organ has 
the right to decide whether a rert, or che whole, of the execu’ ‘ve committee of 
a lover-level orpan shecid assure full responsitility. 

Notes Reference is arrarently made to daring acts of violence.) 


Syster_of Crranization. Fac! call (Chi-Po), meeting in counci.. chooses a 
secretarverereral, Celis wr.ch contain more than eight members choose an 
axeentive committee. The r presentatives of Party organs in eech Tong (canton), 
meeti-r in council, choose an executive committee for that Tong. The representé=- 
tives cf each Phu (rrefecture), meeting in council, choose an executive committee 
for trat Ibug similari; for cach Tuyen and for each Chau (Source “etes a similcr 
ciyiacer oh the Lountein Rerions) ane for each Quan Notes an obsolescent 
divisien), The representatives from each Xu or Ky, Note: Tonkin, Anna, 
Gbelinctina) reetinr in council choose an executive corrittee for that Xu. The 
rerr certstives fror all Indochina, reeting in ceneral assembly, choose the 25X14 
Central 'xeeutive Corritiee, 

H.B. In regions embracing three or four neishtoring rrovinces in which the Party's 
infloence ig inereasine, the executive committee of the Xu may cropese to the 
Centrel Corrittee the creaticn cf interrrovincial executive comilitees to direct 
the Party's affairs in these three or our rrovinces combined, In any one of th: 
three Xu which ig not yet in a position to designate its execut ve cormittee, th3 
Central Committee will give orfers directly te the Party's orgy : in that Xu, Tre 
Central Committee may also deleratie ite rowers to the most impe ‘tant provinelal 

or inter-provincial executive committee in such a ku, to ciree 1) the Party's 
cvpars in that Xu for the time being’. 
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The Cell. (Chi-Ro) . | | 

a, in conformity with the yprincirles of organization, the cell. which covers 

each factory, apricultural concession, barrocks, school, ete., is the funda~ 
mental organ of the Party organization. All the Party memters who ere employed 
ina riven establishment must belonr to the cell which covers that | stablishment. 
Other Party members teke as a basis the locality in which they live, and organize 
cells applicable to that locality - for examrle, cells for each village, street, 
or farm, 

be Any locality which includes three or more Party members may organize a cell, 
c. Party members wro live in neighboring communities which do not yet contain 
any cell, should meet together to form associated cells. 

a. If the Central Committee gives special orders, special cells may be created. 
W#.B. Any cell which conteins more than six members is divided into sub-sections 
(Tieu-To), If necessary, several of these Tieu-To may be united into a section 


( Phan-B o) ° 
Duties of the Cells. 


a, gealously to discuss prorrars, stetutes, Cecisicrs, and any other documents 
of the Party and of the Communist International. 

b. To train new Party members ané the Peorle in general, in crder +: increase 

the frien@liness of the masses towarc the Party, with a vicw to inpecving their 
political conselousness .- ‘ 


ce To incresse the strenrth of the Party, vith a view to organizing the political 


ané economic strugrle of the masscs of the Peorle, in orcer to put “nto effect the 
Party's doctrine, and to conserve the Proletariatis right te corman.. 

a. To decide on the plan of daily vork for the wholc cell and for cach of its 
members 


Cellular Council, The Tiev-To ané the cells must meet each week in council to 
take cognizance of the revort of the secretary-general, to Ciscuss he cirectives 
reaching ther from a higher level, to Cistribute the daily work to .veir members, 
or to cesignate delerates (Rai-Pieu) to be present at meetings on ry sher levels. 

The seereturies-reneral of the cells, anc the heacs of the Tieu-To, ire to be re- 


electec every three months. 


Livision of work in each Cell. 
a, Collect dues, 

b. Tistrihute newspapers. 

e. Work amone the massese 


Gorrittees for Tong in Country Areas. 

Note: The expressicn is tautolorical, as Tong or cantons re to be 
found only in country areas.) 
The penernl committee of the Tone meets once every three months to - ke cognizance 
of the rerort of the seerctary-reners] of the Tong committee, to di uss and 
adort working methots, anc to delegate the whole or a part of the e. .cutive 
committee to he present at the councils on higher levels. The execi'tive cormittee 
of the Tone cesirnates a seeretary-reneral anc a joint sceretary-cercral, subject 
to the approve 1 of the executive cormittee of the Buyen, The missicn of the joint 
secretary-renersl on the @ifferent levels is to assist the secretary; -ceneral in 
daily affairs, and to act in his stead in his alsence. The executive cormittee of 
each Torr mects in council ence a menth, The executive ca mittee ir to be re- 
electes every six months. 


Generel] Asserbiy of the Vayens AL? the members of the Farty in a ¢. 7n Fuyen meet 
in peneral assemoly once every nine menths to take cornizance of the reports of 


tre executive committee of that UWuyen, to elect or rerelect the exe: tive committee , 


or to cesipnate celerates to he cresent at the meetings of committe. on higher 
levels. The process is the same for Phu, Huyen, Chau, and ‘uan. T ° executive 
committee of the Huyer meets once a week, If there is a rermanent ocrissicn, the 
committee itself meets only once a north. The permanent commission: on all levels 


+ 
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should meet at least once a week. ‘he permanent commission of the Huyen 
committee chooses a secretary-peneral anc a joint seerctary-reneral to direct 
+he Party's affairs in the Huyen. These two secretaries-peneral must be 
anrrover by the exceutive committee of the rrevince (Tinh) o 


1%, General Assembly of the Tinh (Province). The members of the provir tal general 
committee meet in general assembly once @ year to take cognizance « the reports 
of the executive cormittee of that province, te decice on methods c action in 
the rrovinee, to elect or re-eleet a provincial executive cormittee, or to 
Aesipnate celerates to be present at the mectings of committees on “agher levels. 
The process is the same for eact large Town (Thanh-Pho) and for eac’: Srecial 
Rerion (Dac-Riet Khu). The vrovincial executive committee designates a permanent 
commission to look after current business. The permanent commissic . acroints a 
seerctary-reneral anc a joint secretaryereneral, The process {s the same for 
each large Town and each Srecial Repicn, The tro gecretaries-rener | and the 
Tirector of Preraranda of the rrovinee must be arproved by the execrtive committee 


of the Xu. 


12, General Assem'ty of the Xue The members of the general committee if each Xu 
meet in venercl asserbly once every eighteen months to take copnizaice of the 
report of the executive cormittee of that Xu, to elect or reeelect ne executive 
committee of that Xu, or to designate Gelerstes to be members of th General 
Assembly of the Party. The executive committee of the Xu appoints - permanent 
commission (including the seeretary-reneral and the jcint secretary- ceneral) to 
eireet current business, to assign duties te the Farty'a agents (Ca:-Bo), to 
Aistribute finances throughout the Ku, and to control the execution of the 
decisions of the executive corritice of ths Xu anc of the dircctiver of the 
Central Fxecutive Committee, The two secretaries-general and the D actor of 
Proraganca of the Party for the Xu must be approved by the Central. secutive 
Committee. The executive committee of each Xu must submit regular orts to the 
Central Txecutive Committee at prescribed intervals and follow the’ © of action 
decided upon by the Central Exeentive Committee. The executive com. .stees of each 
of the three Xu of Indochina must meet at least onee every three mol .lSe 


The members of the executive commit se of the Xu 
shall take charge in turn of @irecting the Party's activities in a certain number 
of large Towns or “pecial Repicns, a5 well as of tasks relatinr to # executive 
committees of the Xu, such ass proparanda, trainin’, organizations ccumunications, 
finance, etc. The executive committee of the Xu arreints the ecito: .f the Party's 
nensraper in that Xuy subject, to the approval of the Central Exeeut. & Committee. 


19. Executive Committce of the Xu. 


20. Generel isserbiy of the Party. The surreme organ of the Party is t- Party's 
Generel Assemuly, meeting in ordinary plenary gession ence every tw (years. 
Txtraordinary sessicns are either decided uren by the Communist Int rnational, or 
convored ty the Central @yecutive Committee, or uyren derand of over one~half of the 

memurrs present at the preceding sessicn of the General Asserbly, oc) apon demand 

of over one-half of the executive committees of the three Xu. The cccisions of 

the extraorcinary sessions of the General Asscmbly have the same ay .ority and 

standing as those ef the ordinary sessions. The number of members — the General 

Assembly to te elected from each Xu is determined hy the Central Fs itive Committee 


4n accordance with the number of Party members jin each Xue 


The role of the General Agsembly of the Party, the . designated 


AORN as the ‘supreme organ cf the Party", is consultative rather than de sive, in 
relation to the Communist International. ) ; 
21. The General Assembly of the Party: 
f€ the Central Executive Commit. 35 


a. Takes copnizance of the reports co 
b, Reeconsi¢ers the Statutes anc programs of the Party3 

ec, Decides on the stratery an’ tactics of the Party; 

d, Elects members of the Central I'xecutive Comittee, subject to ts approval 


of the Communist Internaticnal. 


p 
Pe 
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The Central Ixecntive Cormittee appoints a permanent commission to take charge 
of current business. The permanent comrissicn appoints a secretary-general 

and a joint secretery-general to direct the activities of the entire Party, to 
distribute werk to the Party's eronts (Can-To), and to control the execution 

of the decisions of the General Assembly, of the Central Executive Committee, 


and of the Cormunist International, 


The Central Fxecutive Committee designates ruides and delegates from that 
Committee to the executive committees of the several Xu. At the seme time, the 
members of the Centre] Committee m.st share amonr themselves the work of the 
central Committee. The Central Ccnmittee shall designate several C7 nartments: . 
proparanda, trainings orpanization, communications, finance, ete. he Central 
Committee in case of necessity s%all crcate technical committees t. arouse 
workers, peasants, soldiers, wortnys youth, ete, Persons who are c --ged with 
special tasks, such as conmunice:ions, publications, finance, ete. shall hove 


nothing to do with the eurrert husiness of the Party. 

[__lete: The Party vas svfficiently lerge, even in 1935, te require 
that tight controls be exe;cised to prevent individual members of 7 © Central 
Comittee from "misusing" their positions for ulterior rurposes.) 
the Central Comrittee shell cesignute the newsparer editing committza. The 
Central Comrittee shall make a rroyer Cistribution of the finances vailable. 


a a OO et aioe 


three months. 
at least once every six months. The Central Committee shall rerula ly and often 


send directives to “ne varicus executive committees of the Xu and atnl1 inform 
then fre-vently as 4o the situation of the Central Committee's acti ties. 

u.2, If reerssarv, the Centrel Committee has the right te arroint . applementary 
memzern, hut the total nurber of suppiementary members shal] in no «ase exceed 
one-third of the members of the Central Ixeeutive Committee. 

Note: Another example of vagie crafting. It is net clear whether they 
ray hot exceed one-thire of the origina. nurter of ordinary members, or one-third 
of the total, This rrovision was te perit the aprointment of certi ‘1 returned 
students fro Nescow, or other zealovs a? carable Cormunists, whe 1 “1d not be 
sufficient: well-known to the Party memiers to be elected in the r mal fashicn.) 


Delerates, In order to accelerate the understanding, and execution the directives 
‘of the Pavty, the organs on higher levels should frequently send de. - sates to the 
orpars o1 lower levels in order to contr] and @t4rect their activit -3. For 
instaner, the Central Committee shoule scad its delerates to the Cc. ittees of 

the vavious Xu, the exeevtive committee of the Yu to the interprovi. Lal or . 


yroviccial cormittees , etc, 


Council of Arents (can-Bo) » 
ote: This is an early reference “> an organization whic. vas in 1935 


ANT iy stare of development, and which sas since grown strong Clearly, 
woth tke rrescnt-day State Can-Po ané Viet Miah Can-Ro are outgrowt: of this 


early Communist Party conception. 

“hen necessary, each executive committee on watever level may conve .¢ & meeting 
tf its Can-Po, either uron the order of the dormittee on the next hi -her level, 

tr uren the demand of the matority of its ow members. The decisiors reachec in 

che council of Can-Bo must be arproveé by the executive committee wr oh has 

eonvoked tris meeting. If the executive cormittee on the next highe. level arproves, 
the conneil of Can-Bo may temporarily take th: plaee of the genernl somrittee on its 


own level anc aproint a new executive committe:. 


In order to maintain unity ct thought anc ceed, order to 
ratic character of the Party, in orcer 3 prevent the 
sing to irpose ‘ts will on the mato. WJ, every 
hole Party muis be submitted to ey ofnation and 


Party Discipline. 


“yarantee the internal cemoc 
possibility of a minority attemp 
impertant problem concerning the wu 
discussion by the whole Party. 
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25X1 aa An attempt to cive a democratic appearance, anc to make all 
remers Teel that they have a voice in the Farty.) 
However, auch debates may not be held until they have been recopnized as 
necessary oy the Execulive Comittee, or Jemanced by the majority of members 
of the General Assembly. 

25X1 eam The latter provision effectively destroys vlatever democratic 
fcouUres hay have been sugpested by its predrcessor. The Fxecutive Committee, 
as always, exercises the real pover; it can always terrorize the General Assembly ; 
ar® can stifle debate. Compare the ability of the Permanent Commissicn to 
terrorize the Ccnera] Assembly of the R:rul lic of Vietnam under the present 
fenstitution) - , 
These debates must he cirecteé by the Central Committee in order to prevent 
self-seekers from profiting by them in order to buile up eligues, or to sow 
Bigeoré in the bosom of the Party. In order to maintain this unity, the Party 

wust o-serve an extremely severe discirline: a discinline of iron, 

25X1 Mote: Trig is a iiteral translation ef the original Annamese Ky~Luat 
{(djacipline) Sat (iron). The word iron (Sat} in Annamese in its figurative use 
hes the sense of the ircn of a knife om of a hammer; it does not merely indicate 
hardness, The Annamese vord used to suggest the analogy of haréness or inflexibility 
‘is Thep (steel), not employed here. "Iron" sugrests an instrument of cestruction. 
The rassare therefore cernteins a vetlec threat of destruction to any Party member? 


wko fail to ohserve this discipline.) 

the Gentrel Committee has the righ’, to execute everything decided bs the Party. 
£ Nj t E av 

if the members do not execute the cecisicrs of the Party anc cf the Cormunist 


intern:tioral, if they commit acts contrury to the Coctrine or rrinciples of 


the Party, ‘f they ercate clisues vor themselves, if they sow doubt anc confusion 
in orver 46 Gislorate the Farty, they are subject to the following penalties: 


a. in the case of an incivienal: official criticism, warnings tecporary 
eae of assipned activity, temrorary exrulsicn, or fermaneny exrulsion. 


4. 
rj 


1o hha 


Note: The Annarese were here translated “expulsicn" is Khai-Tru 
(Khai = begins Tru * subtract) This may mean exrulsion, or may mean liquidation.» 
‘4, In the case of an organ: 
(1) if the infracticn is slirht: , official criticism, 
fo’ ag the infraction is serious: the executive committee will be dissclve) 
and a new one aprointed, er else the whole organ will be dissolved and 
a new one formed. 
2, Any member who has infrirged the discipline of the Party shal! be punished by 
the whole cellvlar council, investigated by the whole cell, or subjected to 
investigation by a srecial investigating committes. 
25X1 [Notes Another exarcie of terrorism veiled uncer an appearance of 
democracy. ‘The eulprit is jucged by the whole cell, He is theret'ore not the 
vietir of the hatred of an incividval, but has brought down uton himself the 
wrath of the whole Party; hence it is imrossibie for him to escape punishment by 


bribery or favoritism) - 
Judégments so pronounced must be arrroved by the committee on the higher level 
nefore being executed. In the case o: 4 decision to expel a members until this 

decision is arproved by the committee on the higher level the accv3ed wil be only 
suspended in his functions. The accused has the right to appeal se sentence urpwerd 
throurk the committees on varicus ievels all the way to the Sonn: .ist Internatdione 1. 


25X11 


. The organs on the birher levels, iP gnformed os the treachery of oy member, have 
the rlgert to oxped him Cirectly; mit they shail commun! cate thei: decision to the 


+ 
various other orrens of the Party. if official exrulsicn arycars to be ineprorturs , 


secret oxruision may he considered, 


25X1 ee herpisien = diqnidaticn 2) 
Pb himself fror: three consecutive mectings 


, ‘. 
EUG TRS Te 


ie roo? reegonm @ memuer 
re the coll of chieh be is a rart, or if for three ecr eeutive nenths 
ne ray ris dues, he wils aiso ve considered te Le no ler cer a member of 
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here 
If within any organizaticn which is not affiliatee with the Party ‘here are two 


PATTD: at the Srecial Press of the Indochinese Communist Party. Frinting 


“tntolerebles leck of access to Soreier countrles 3 insufficie 
“Limite? prospects of a satisfactory 


imprisonrent or executicn. Consequently, the features. cf 
which appear go repulsive to the Oc: 
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Note: The Annarese roré Tang-Poan (Dance = rarty; Toan * groun) is 
translatec freely as “Infiltrotien crours" for the sake of freater clarity.) 


or more members of the Party, an infiltration grour or frours must be ercated 
mithin this organization, The missicn of these infiltration creups is to extend 
the influence of the Party and to rut into effect the Fartr's dectrine within 
the bosom of non-affiliated. organizations. These infiltraticn preups of the 
Party on eack level are directed by the ergans on that Jevel. ‘Wher an infil- 
tration crour is in Cisagreement with the organ te which it is subject, it may 
appeal to the crran on the hicher level, Put until countermandinr orders are 
received from that organ, the infiltretieon rrour must meanvhile conforr to the 
fecision of the organ to which it is subject. When a Party orfan bolds a 


‘@iscussion on a question which concerns an infiltration group which is subject 


to-it, representatives of the infiltration group shall te present. These 
representatives have the ripht to discuss and te vote. Those infiltration frours 
which have numerous members shall cheose an executive committee, including a 
gecretery-cencral to leck after current business. The executive conmittee and 


_ secretary-general of the infiltretion groups on each level shall be approved by 
the executive cormittee of the organ on the same level. The executive committee 


of an infiltration group is answerable to the executive cormittee cf the organ 
on its own level, for the activities of that proup. The executive committee on 
the level in question has the right to participate in the meetings of the 
infiltretion greur, and to remove memberc of the infiltration proup, but in that 


eas: tt must communicate its decision to the infiltration group. : 
ote: The ahove passare sets up safeguarés against disloyalty by 
double spents, Torarcs anyone who might he terrtee to such disloyalty, there 


{s an undertore of cynicism ané menace.) : 
Refore desipnating members for an important. mission, the infiltration erevp must 


-corifer with the executive committee of the Farty on the level in question. 
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APPROVTD: © 20 May 1941 ty the Centr] Exeeutive Committee meeting in dts Tighth 


Concress o 
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«. finished 22 Sertenber 1945, 
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Notes It may well he soenered why armore tn Inioehine woul@ have wished — 
to join @ Party whose eiscivline wac sa angtere; which rrovieed preetically. no - 
rights or rrivileres to members, hut on the contrary ‘ermarceé the moet exacting. 
avpties ~ often involvirr Canger of arrest, torture; or death: an whose etatutes - 
an@ practire were full of cloory ay oynienl. threats of frightful ranishnent. for 
anvane who sheulé fail in hs duty. The answer lies partly in the fact that many 
reflective Annamese cere overwhelmed by e. feeling of utter. frugtrat top mounting 
itjioné of aife appesred | 


nae 
ant cultural opportunities; — 


to suffocation uncer the French vepime. To thers the cond 


eereer for a rabriotic intellectual; arrogance. 

¢ French officials tovare al). cle-ses of Annamese, Lack ef the mei elerentary. 05+ 
fereeratic rights for the annamese; content anger of arbitrery @.cost, torture, . | 
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from their point of view, nothirg could be corse than the French. The Communist 
Party, with the surrert of the Comintern, and with the promise of usehnical and 
possibly financial help from the USSR and with the great efficiency of the Party 
itself, apreared to hole out the best hope for dislodging the French, Deererete 
feasures were required, ard were accepted. The USSR's power of po.sitical 
attraction for Scutheast Asie was hirh in 1935: the Jncochinese generally 
realized that it was useless to expect any help from the Democrseies or the 
Fascist states at that times and the USSR had alreedy piven evidences of sympathy 
anc tokena of assistance. For example, tae irivitaticn to large numbers of Indo» 
chinese to attend courses et Sun Yat-sen University in Moscow. For many Annamese, 
in their feeling of frustration against the French, there must have been some= 
thing rositively attractive in one feature of the Party which is ob “cetionable 

to anyone brought up under femocratie conditions: namely, the red: *tion of the 
individual to an unidentified cor in the vast machine of the Party This feature 
undoubtedly provided a sense of fellowshir and unity. The full fl. coring of 
Gormunist (Viet Minh) terrerism could net nt that time have been clearly foreseen 


by many.) 
This document contains infommation 
affecting the naticnai detense of the 
United States witnin the meaning ot 
the Espionage fet, 50, U.5.C. 31 ana 
#2 as amended. its transmission or 
the revelation of its contents in any 
manner to an unauthorized persin ts 
prohibited by law. 
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